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NorTHWEST HIGH SCHOOL 


GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA 


Mock Trial 
takes on 

state this 
season 


By Mackenzie Vogt 


Congratulations to the Junior team of 
Mock Trial on heading to State this year. 
Making this the third year as a whole 
that Northwest’s Mock Trail has been to 
state. This year’s mock trial teams were 
composed of two teams, both showing 


excellent work ethic this season. 
Continued on page 6-7 
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CAN We CANstruct? 


By: Hailie Melton 


CANstruction was a contest to see which ad- 
visement could build the best sculpture using donata- 
ble items. However due to the fact that there weren’t 
enough items to build something, The CANstruction 
contest was demoted to a pep-rally where the top 
advice (those with the most donations) would be 
recognized. Instead of holding the career fair, Marty 
Moser, the Freshman Academy principal, thought 
this would be a fun and team-work building activity, 

“The career fair, we had decided to make that 
every other year because it is a tremendous undertak- 
ing to organize that with all the colleges and busi- 
nesses. So, we thought this would be fun to do in that 
off year especially since it was for a good cause” said 
Marty Moser. 

When asked about how he feels about having 
to cancel the contest he said “It’s a little disappoint- 
ing because I think it would’ve been fun to see the 
creativity in our students, and it would’ve been fun 
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to judge them, but the ultimate goal was to help the 
families who truly need it. But, it would’ve been fun 
to see the teamwork and things the kids would come 
up with.” When asked about the charity they donated 
it to, he had this to say, 

“Karen Rathke, who is Mr. Rathke’s wife, 
helped head up the united way. I contacted her. Hope 
Harbor was one of the main places that needed the 
things we wanted to donate, so we decided to go with 
Hope Harbor. They are very appreciative and will 
help some who can’t celebrate what should be cele- 
brated” 

In the end, he thanked all the kids and teachers who 
donated. 

“Tt’s a very worthwhile cause. with the cost 
difference between starbucks and a can of food, when 
people go for starbucks rather than the canned foo, 
even to donate it to a good cause. So this will defi- 
nitely help families who need it.” 
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Getting to know: Natalie Nielsen 


By: Mackenzie Vogt 


WHAT IS YOUR POSITION AT NORTHWEST? 
“A lot of my position is [taking] attendance for all the students and answer- 
ing all the phones. Making all the calls to the parents checking kids in when 
they come to class and when they’re leaving.” 

HAVE YOU EVER TAUGHT BEFORE AND WHAT DID YOU DO 
BEFORE? 
“I was a business manager at another school and a church. I also subbed 
here quite a bit.” 
WHAT BROUGHT YOU TO NORTHWEST? 

“T love Northwest. I went to Northwest and graduated here myself, as did 
my husband. It’s also really nice for me to now be on the same schedule as Nn fA\) 
my girls because they all go to 1-R” aN) ty) 

IS THERE ANYTHING YOU WANT STUDENTS AT NORTHWEST he a | \ ie 
TO KNOW ABOUT YOU? Natalie Nielsen poses with her family for their family portrait. 
“They are always welcomed in my office for whatever they need” Photo Courtesy of Natalie Nielsen 
ARE YOU INVOLVED IN ANYTHING OUTSIDE OF SCHOOL? 

“Tm a third-grade basketball coach. I love sports. I play a lot of sand volley- 
ball. I [also] help my girls with 4-H” 

WHAT IS AN INTERESTING FACT ABOUT YOU? 

“Students can find pictures of me in the hallway by the weight room and in 

all of the pictures for all the musicals as well.” 


Getting to know: Melissa Galvan 


By: Gabriel Lorenzo 


WHAT IS YOUR POSITION AT NORTHWEST? 

“Tm a special ed para." 

WHAT DID YOU DO BEFORE COMING HERE TO NORTHWEST? 
“Before, I was a stay-at-home mom for over 5 years." 

WHAT BROUGHT YOU TO NORTHWEST? 

“It’s just known as a good school. I just wanted a job to be with my kids when 
they’re out of school and not worry about day care." 

IS THERE ANYTHING YOU WANT YOUR STUDENTS TO KNOW 
ABOUT YOU? 

“I could be very fun, but serious." 

ARE YOU INVOLVED IN ANYTHING OUTSIDE OF SCHOOL? 
“No, not really. Just my kids." 

WHAT IS AN INTERESTING FACT ABOUT YOU? 

"[I like to spend] time with my kids." 
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Not everyone celebrates 
with a Christmas tree 


By: Emelia Richling 


During the holiday season, there are several religions that cel- 
ebrate in numerous ways. Many people are accustomed to a decorated 
tree with presents underneath it, but there are various ways that reli- 
gions celebrate the holiday season. 

Surprisingly, the most similar religion to the traditional idea 
of the holiday season is Buddhism. According to the Ancient History 
Encyclopedia, “Buddhism has been around for 2.5 millennia.” From 
the time Buddhism originated until now, the religion has always cen- 
tered around peace and kindness, so it is no surprise that they celebrate 
Christmas with good works and gift-giving. They decorate temples, 
send out cards and listen to Christmas music, making their religious 
celebrations exceptionally similar to our traditional version of Christ- 


mas. 

In America, Hindus have assimilated to our version of Christ- 
mas, but Hindus in India still celebrate Pancha Ganapati, a five-day 
holiday in December. Their holiday consists of gift-giving and deco- 
rating, but there are many differences between Christmas and Pancha 
Ganapati. According to Corin Manning, a student at Jacksonville State 
University, in an article published on the Odyssey, the holiday begins 


on Dec. 21 and “celebrates an elephant-headed god of beginnings called 
Ganesha.” Hindus set up a statue of him in their homes and dress the 
statue for each day that they celebrate. 

Another religion that celebrates their own unique form of the 
holiday season is the Islamic religion. Although the Muslim community 
does believe in Jesus, they do not believe he is the son of God. Accord- 
ing to Sajdah Nubee, a contributor for the Huffington Post, Muslims 
have “two major holiday celebrations a year called Eid.” For example, 
Eid-al-Fitr is a holiday at the end of Ramadan. For a month, the Muslim 
community partakes in Ramadan, which includes fasting, prayer and 
reflection. 

Whether it is during December or throughout the entire year, 
there are many religions that celebrate their own unique version of the 
holidays. In our 21st-century society, our differences divide us into who 
we think we are, but we shouldn't allow religion to cause division. This 
holiday, you don't have to believe in Jesus to celebrate Christmas, but 
you should believe that religious diversity has the power to bring us to- 
gether. Have a “Merry Christmas,’ a “Happy Hanukkah” or a wonderful 
December! 


Christmas: Is it religious or secular? 


By: Emily Krupicka 


On Wednesday, Nov. 20, a google form was sent out to all Northwest 
students regarding the opinion of Christmas being secular, religious or 
both. The poll received 122 responses within the span of three days. Of 
those that responded, 37 percent ruled Christmas as strictly religious, 
12 percent considered it secular and 51 percent of respondents consid- 
ered Christmas both religious and secular. 


"Modern Christmas is about giving back to others and spending time 
with family. Over the years, it's become more secular." 


"The entire point of Christmas is that it's the day Jesus was born. 
While there are non-religious festivities that are Christmas tradition, 
Christmas itself is a completely religious holiday." 


"Although opinions on Christmas will be divided, it is important to 
respect everyone's thinking. After all, Christmas is a holiday for being 
kind to others." 


@ Secular 
@ Religious 
@ Both 


The Black Death back again? 


The Black Death, the world’s second 
most disastrous pandemic, killed off more 
than half of all human life on earth. The Black 
Death ravaged Europe in 1347 and lasted 
until 1351, wiping out 60 percent of Europe’s 
entire population (Forbes 1). The Black Death 
had three versions of plagues, which were all 
spread differently. 

The Bubonic Plague, which was spread 
by fleas, was the first known case of the sick- 
ness. It is rarely spread between humans. 

The Septicemic Plague has two ways 
of being developed. It can be spread by bod- 
ily fluids or can be developed if one had the 
Bubonic Plague and waited too long to treat it. 
The Septicemic Plague enters the bloodstream 
and spreads throughout the body that way. 

Lastly, the Pneumonic Plague, which is 
spread by air, attacks the lungs. 

Although the Black Plague is mostly 
known for killing millions of people back in 
the Middle Ages, there have been around 3,250 
cases worldwide leading to an estimated 585 
deaths recently. 

A few cases of the Black Plague popped 
up in China, where there are 2t people currently 
in captivity. 


Along with this, the most recent case, 
a man that was diagnosed with the Bubonic 
Plague after eating a wild rabbit is in captivity 
as well. Back in May of 2019, a Mongolian 
couple died from the Pneumonic Plague after 
eating the raw kidney of a marmot. Accord- 
ing to CDC (Centers for Disease Control), the 
most common version of the plague people 
are getting today is the Bubonic Plague. The 
first known way to get the Bubonic Plague was 
through rats and fleas, though, it was prov- 
en that rats and fleas are not the only ones to 
blame for spreading this sickness. Body lice 
can also be the cause of getting the plague. Not 
only this, but cats, dogs, and any household pet 
that is able to get fleas and lice can also get in- 
fected, and possibly infect their owner as well. 

As of now, there is no effective vaccine 
against the plague, but taking modern antibi- 
otics can help lower the chance of developing 
further complications from having the sickness. 
But with this, there is a problem. A highly 
antibiotic-resistant strain of the bubonic plague 
has been found in Madagascar. This strain is re- 
sistant to the antibiotic streptomycin, which is 
the most commonly given medicine to people 
who have come down with the sickness. Ac- 


By: Trinity Sossong 


cording to CNN, researchers are in the process 
of developing different ways to approach the 
sickness along with a new vaccine and possibly 
a cure. 

Protecting yourself is one of the many 
ways to avoid the plague. Although it isn’t 
possible to completely avoid the plague, there 
are ways to lessen your chances of catching 
the sickness. By eliminating nesting places 
for rodents or wild animals by your house you 
will lessen the chance of getting the sickness 
considerably. Get rid of any trash or other dirty 
and smelly things, such as food lying around or 
stinky clothes. Report sick or dead animals to 
your local law enforcement, and do not touch 
them or pick them up. If you must handle a 
deceased animal, use gloves at all times. Use 
bug repellent that could possibly lessen your 
chances of getting bit by any bug. Do not sleep 
with your pet if they are infected, and do not let 
your pet roam wild areas and/or hunt in those 
areas. 

“All it takes is one bug or rodent to 
infect your whole life,” said Xinhua, a CNN 
news reporter. 


By: Trinity Sossong 


Discounts and more 


Black Friday is the time of the year when bunches of people go 
out to rage through stores to get something they need, or just treat them- 
selves with a treat. Every store participates in the Black Friday deals due 
to the amounts of people they capture. On average in America, people 
spend $5 billion in just a day. 

Competition is a big thing, especially when it comes to Black 
Friday shopping in larger towns, such as Grand Island. Everyone is 
rushing due to the “first come first serve” rule. The bigger the town you 
live in, the more competition you have. Therefore, when it comes down 
to Black Friday shopping, a small town is the best place you could be. 

Although Black Friday seems to be a dream come true, it can 
be very dangerous. During the Black Friday deals, stores are swamped 
with throngs of people, pushing and trampling over others just to be one 
of the first ones to get to something they wanted. In several cases, fights 
have broken out between adults just because they both wanted the last 
of one thing. According to a Google Form sent out on Monday, Dec 2, 


to both teachers and students, Black Friday shopping was swamped here 
in Grand Island. An anonymous source says the Walmart parking lot 
was “crowded out to the highway.” There were a lot of people anywhere 
you went, but they were civil with each other. 

On the other hand, there is a more calm side of Black Friday 
shopping: the Internet. Almost every shopping site on the internet par- 
ticipated in Black Friday, giving striking deals that capture many eyes. 
Sites such as Amazon and eBay are quite popular during the event of 
Black Friday. Along with Black Friday comes Cyber Monday, which is 
like Black Friday but for strictly the Internet. 

According to eBay, here’s a list of the top five electronics sold 
during Black Friday: The Goplus Syma Drone sold out, coming in at 
first place; the Microsoft Xbox Live 12 Month Gold Membership came 
in at second place, being sold out as well; a Lenovo Idea Pad came in 
third place; an Apple iPhone 6S came in fourth place; and finally, Sony 
Playstation 4 came in at fifth. 
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Mock Trial takes on state this season 


Mock Trial is basically a combination of trial, competition and theater. 
Damon Bennett, a junior this year, explains the group in general. 

“So basicaally what Mock Trial is, it’s an activity where we get 
to work with real lawyers, and they teach us about how the court system 
works,” Bennett said. “Later on, we get to portray a real courtroom, almost 
as if like a play, in the Mock Trial competition. Basically, the team that 
performs the case, as it’s written the best wins.” 

Brian Gibson, the Technology Coordinator for Northwest, is also 
the head coach of Mock Trial who works alongside Jenniffer Kearney, who 
is the attorney coach. They have been working as a team since Gibson took 
charge of the program in 2013. Gibson also explains how he personally got 
involved in helping Mock Trial. 

“The former coach that was here, Jane Brown, asked for some help, 
and I knew she was coming up on retirement,” Gibson said. “I actually 


Photo Courtesy by Brian Gibson 


By: Mackenzie Vogt 


really enjoyed helping her and enjoyed the kids that I worked with. A lot of 
those kids were in speech, and the two coincided with each other, and at the 
time I was the head speech coach also.” 

Gibson remarks on the unique differences between this year’s Mock 
Trial and previous years. 

“This is the first year since I’ve been coaching that we’ve had 
both teams qualify for the regional finals. It has happened before where 
we’ ve had both our teams go against each other. I believe in both instances 
the second team beat the first and that has happened twice overall with 
Northwest’s Mock Trial.” 

Emelia Richling, a sophomore, who Gibson referred to as “one of 
the best attorneys” he’s seen because she never gives up, comments on why 
she joined. 

“J joined Mock-Trial because it was a good outlet for my interest 


which is being a lawyer.” 

Likewise, Bennett shares his reasons for joining. 

“Actually my freshman year I decided to do it because my sister did 
it, but soon after joining, I realized it was something that I would enjoy for 
my own reasons too.” 

Gibson is extremely proud of the accomplishments that both teams 
have had this year. He also wants to leave off on this note: 

“Here is my final thought, the worst part about this year is that I 
didn’t have any freshman go out. That could be a factor in future teams 
because all those sophomores are all going to be juniors and I'll have no 
one.” 

If interested in joining this activity please contact Mr. Gibson. 
They'd love to have you be a part of the Mock Trial team! 
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A chance for ‘Dreamers’ 


Some US citizens may be forced to leave the only home they have ever known. 


By: Emelia Richling 


Next spring, the Supreme Court will rule 
on a decision concerning whether Deferred Ac- 
tion for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) members 
will stay in the United States, a decision that will 
impact 700,000 adults in the United States. For 
those who came to the United States illegally as 
children, DACA protects them from deportation 
and allows them to receive a work permit. After 
two years, the program expires, but it can be 


renewed. 

According to an article published by the Heritage Founda- 
tion, Dreamers, also known as DACA members, have to meet certain 
requirements in order to be part of the program. The individual must 
have been brought to the United States before June 2007 and before 
their 16th birthday. They must either be enrolled in high school, gradu- 
ated from high school or obtained a GED equivalent. In addition, they 
can’t have committed a felony or significant misdemeanor. 

However, there are many enrolled in the DACA program 
who aren’t meeting the requirements. According to the United States 
Citizenship and Immigrant Services (USCIS), only 49 percent have 
graduated from high school. This large percentage should be expected 
because 98,000 dreamers are still graduating from high school every 
year, according to the Multidimensional Poverty Index. 

In an article published by National Public Radio, the nation’s 
attorney general, William Barr, stated that DACA is “unconstitutional” 
and “illegal.” 

In disagreement with the attorney general, the majority of the 
public hopes to grant a path to citizenship for Dreamers. According to 
a New York Times poll, only about 10 to 15 percent of people believe 
that the DACA program is unconstitutional. 

Although it is up to the Supreme Court to decide if the dream- 
ers will stay, this isn’t even a political problem. DACA members are 
people who have only ever known their home in America, so it is 
unfair to remove them. 

In a Princeton University Press Release, University President 
Christopher L. Eisgruber stated that our nation has been founded on 
“principles that encourage honest, hard-working people to make their 
homes here.” From the earliest history of America, immigrants came 
to the nation seeking opportunity; members of DACA are no different. 

However, DACA members are recieving considerable backlash 
for not meeting the high school graduation requirement. Instead of 


graduating from high school, there are dreamers who wanted to pursue 
a different path, so they chose a field such as cosmetology or culinary 
arts. 

One of these people is Jazmin Guzman. According to an arti- 
cle published by the Grand Forks Herald, the primary newspaper for 
northeast North Dakota and northwest Minnesota, Guzman is much 
like any of her friends. After coming to the United States as a baby, 
she spent her life taking care of her siblings. Now, she is looking for- 
ward to planning her wedding. 

Instead of earning a high school degree, Guzman “saved 
enough money to attend culinary school” by working as a manager at 
Dollar Tree. Although she is still a member of DACA, she technically 
doesn’t meet the requirements since she doesn’t have a high school 
degree. 

America was built by people who had diverse interests, so we 
shouldn’t remove DACA members for not wanting to obtain a degree 
in any area they aren’t interested in pursuing. 

Another individual who is relying on DACA is a Princeton 
graduate who came to America at the age of eight. In an article pub- 
lished by TownTopics, a newspaper for the town of Princeton, Maria 
Perales Sanchez said that she is “willing to fight Trump on the issue.” 
Without DACA, she would never have had the chance to pursue her 
dreams. For her, DACA opened the door of opporunity, and she won’t 
let anyone shut it. 

DACA has given 700,000 people in the United States a chance 
to have control over their lives and pursue their passions. It is their 
right to live in the only home they have ever known. 


Don't forget to 
— watch Viking 
Viking Alert Alert Nation for 
5 @ your weekly 
Nation news!! 


| support kill shelters 


Don't let the title deceive you: Kill shelters are the ones helping, not hurting. 
By Emily Krupicka 


The term “kill shelter” is often used to 
negatively stigmatize adoption shelters that euthanize 
otherwise healthy animals. To the blind eye, these 
shelters seem cruel and inhumane. This word itself, 
however, does not tell the full story. While many 
misinformed people avoid kill shelters altogether, 
these people are frequently misled by the term and 
should actually be supporting them and their cause. 

Municipal animal shelters, which are marketed as kill shelters, 
are required by law to take in all stray animals because of their open- 
admission policy; this policy requires public shelters to admit all stray 
animals into its facilities. However, this is not true for all shelters. 
Private shelters that customarily portray themselves as no-kill are 
typically limited-access shelters, meaning that they can refuse to intake 
an animal for any reason they choose. 

According to a 2019 PETA article, many private shelters refuse 
to refuge older dogs that are traumatized or injured; those dogs are 
then taken to the municipal shelters who are obligated to accommodate 
them. As a result, “thousands of unwanted, abandoned, neglected and 
stray animals pour into animal shelters across the country every day.” 

Since municipal shelters are taking in all stray, lost or 
abandoned animals, they only have a limited quantity of space. When 
people choose to not adopt from these organizations, non-adopted 
animals must be euthanized in order to make more space for the 
upcoming animals. This unthinkable decision is the sad reality of 
public shelters that have no choice or say in the matter. 

A 2012 statement issued by the Humane Society emphasized 
that funding for public shelters is a serious issue, especially for 
municipal facilities. In essence, these shelters don’t want to give up 
on the animals. However, with the lack of funding to expand their 
quarantine and holding facilities and the current laws in place, there is 
simply no other legal option. Municipal shelters do not have the budget 
to expand upon their facilities, and the government refuses to increase 
their annual monetary funding. A combination of these factors creates 
an impossible circumstance for all workers employed at public shelters 
and all the animals that reside there. 

In contrast, private shelters that advertise themselves as no-kill 
ironically refer to open-admission shelters to intake the “unwanted” 
animals that have ended up in their care. Animals that are considered 
unwanted and unadoptable frequently have a physical impairment, 
health issue or require emotional rehabilitation. Since private shelters 
are not required to intake all animals, they have to option to transfer 


the animal to private shelters or leave the animal in the streets. As a 
result, many animals that have been admitted to private shelters have 
ended back up on the streets. Despite this, in press releases, these no- 
kill facilities condemn shelters that are forced to carry out the tragic 
work that they refuse to do. 

According to the Vanderburgh Humane Society, when these 
public statements that denounce municipal shelters are published, 
well-meaning animal advocates begin providing less support to 
municipal shelters; this sways the entirety of public support away from 
the animal facilities that aim to help the animals that need it most. 
That support is then transferred to the private shelters that deceive the 
public for their own personal gain. 

Although the people supporting the no-kill shelter movement 
are well meaning, they are being deceived and misinformed by the 
rhetoric of private shelters. If people truly want to save the life of an 
animal, they should choose to adopt from a municipal animal shelter. 


Follow Viking Alert on YouTube 
to catch weekly announcements 
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A holly 


By: Haili Luevano 


With Christmas drawing ever 
closer, holiday films are springing to the 
forefront of the public’s interest. 

Arthur Christmas, a drama and 
fantasy animation, is one such movie. 
Aired on November 23, 2011 with a run 
time of one hour and 37 minutes, it focus- 
es on Arthur Claus, Malcolm and Marga- 
ret Claus’ youngest son, and his mission 
to deliver a present to a young girl. 

Aboard the S-1, a high-tech 
sled-esque hovercraft, Malcom, also 
known as Father Christmas rather than 


Photo courtesy of Sony . : - 
Fictieseand Aecdenan Santa, is portrayed as an aging, oblivious, 
Animations yet good-natured, character who has lost 


his touch. 

The S-1 is commanded by his oldest son, Steve Claus. Steve is a 
very serious character, viewing Christmas as a mission more than a holi- 
day. He oversees the production, wrapping and distribution of presents, 
a labor done by the many elves aboard the ship. 

One such elf is Bryony Shelfey, a Wrapping Division Grade 3 
elf who is obsessed with perfecting the art of wrapping gifts. She’s a 
quirky, loveable character that I found myself easily humored by. 

As the main protagonist, Arthur plays an enjoyable role as well. 
His physique is very much tall, long-limbed and ungraceful. Alongside 
his friendly nature and almost exaggerated Christmas spirit, this makes 


movie for a jolly season 


him somewhat of an outcast amongst his peers. 

The main conflict in the movie is that a single gift is failed to be 
delivered. Steve makes the harsh yet logical decision to forgo delivering 
the gift. This upsets Arthur and he decides to deliver the gift himself. 

With the help of Grandsanta, the former Father Christmas and 
Malcolm’s father, they embark on a mission to travel halfway across the 
world in order to deliver the gift. Aboard an old sleigh and guided by 
seven young, untrained reindeer, Arthur, Grandsanta and Bryony face 
many obstacles along the way. 

Thematically, this movie is very good. The plot is clear, and 
the underlying message of Chistmas’ true meaning 1s portrayed to the 
viewer in a lighthearted fashion. It goes through real-life struggles, like 
passing down a responsibility, caring about people rather than the actual 
process of making them happy and accepting defeat in a bittersweet 
way. 

That last example relates to Steve and those who can relate to 
his character. Seeing his younger brother’s true love for Christmas, he 
decides to give the title of Father Christmas to Arthur instead. 

This film is hardly well known, mostly due to the harsh cinemat- 
ic status quo when it comes to Christmas movies. Other movies, such as 
the Grinch, Home Alone, The Polar Express, Jack Frost and such, often 
take the focus. It’s hard for new films to compete with such classics, let 
alone an animation that was released all the way back in 2011. 

Nevertheless, Arthur Christmas is a fun family movie to watch, 
so if you’re looking for a new holiday movie to pass the time, I definite- 
ly recommend it. 


The History of Christmas music 


By: Hailie Melton 


The Middle Ages, which encompasses the 6th-century to the 16th-century, featured medieval music. During this time, there were two 
general types of music styles: the monophonic and polyphonic. The main forms of music included Gregorian Chant and Plainchant. Around the 
14th-century, secular music became increasingly prominent, setting the stage for the music period known as the Renaissance. In context to music, 
by the 16th-century, the Church's hold of the arts weakened. So,composers during the Renaissance period were able to bring about many changes 
in the way music was created and perceived. The Baroque period was a time when composers experimented with form, musical contrasts, styles 
and instruments. This period saw the development of opera, instrumental music, as well as other Baroque music forms and styles. The music 
forms and styles of the Classical period is characterized by simpler melodies and forms such as sonatas. The piano was undoubtedly the prima- 
ry instrument used by composers during the Classical period. Music forms of the Romantic period used music to tell a story or express an idea 
and expanded on the use of various instruments, including wind instruments. Melodies became fuller and more dramatic as Romantics believed 
in allowing their imagination and intense emotion to soar through their works. By the mid-19th-century, folk music became popular among the 
Romantics, and more emphasis was put on nationalist themes. Music during the 20th-century brought about many innovations on how music was 
performed and appreciated. Artists were more willing to experiment with new music forms and used technology to enhance their compositions. 

There was a poll sent out to staff and students about what some of their favorite christmas songs are Some of them are: “Mary Did You 
Know?” by Pentatonix, “Last Christmas” by Wham!, “All I Want For Christmas is You” by Mariah Carey, “This is Halloween” by Marylin Manson, 


“Rockin Around The Christmas Tree” by Brenda Lee 


And some people decided they just don't like christmas music because it is annoying. 
In total 174 people responded and these are just a few of the answers we got. 


SENIOR SPOTLIGHT 


KAYLEY MICHALSKI 


How would you decribe your experience at 
Northwest? 
“Fun, definitely. | know I'll miss [Northwest].” 
What advice would you aie to your freshman 
se 


“Try harder in class.” 
What do you want your peers to remember 
about you? 
“That | was funny and nice... that | care about 
people.” 

What career do you want to go into? 

“| thought about going into journalism.” 
Where do you want to go after graduating? 
“Somewhere out of Nebraska.” 


f /eh); 
aif sorry 
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By: Haili Luevano 


JOSHUA CASTANON 


How would you decribe your experience at 
Northwest? - 
“Pretty fun. You make a lot of friends really fast.” 


What advice would you Fe to your freshman 
self? 


el 


“Don't be someone you're not, and care about your 


rades.” 
What do you want your peers to remember 
about you? 
“Saucy Joe.” 
What career do you want to go into? 
“Construction.” 
Where do you want to go after graduating? 


“College, then eventually start my own business.” 
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Bailey ADAMS 


How would you decribe your experience at 
Northwest? 
“| would say it’s been pretty good.” 
What advice would you pve to your freshman 
se 


“Get involved with different activities.” 
What do you want your peers to remember 
about you? 

“| like helping others and want to watch them 
succeed.” 

What career do you want to go into? 
“Nursing... | want to specialize in pediatrics.” 
Where do you want to go after graduating? 
“| would really like to go to Arizona.” 


= ™) P 
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In the news this week... 


e The old Shopko on North Webb 
Road might be used again for a 
different purpose. Grand Island Public 
Schools is considering converting the 


building into an Early Learning Center. 


The school district does not have 
sufficient funds to help serve young 
kids and ensure that they receive a 
good education. According to the 
Independent, the district plans to use 
this building as a way to have more 
kids become successful in school. 

e Culver's opened a few days ago 
(Dec. 9) to the public. Culver's is 
located on the north Walmart across 
Diers Avenue. You will be able to 


By: Gabriel Lorenzo 


choose from ButterBurgers to Fresh 
Frozen Custards. 

e Senator Kamala Harris decided to 
step down from the 2020 presidential 
election. Harris ended her presidential 
campaign on Dec. 3. There are only six 
candidates that are going to debate 
today (Dec. 12), which are Joe Biden, 
Elizabeth Warren, Bernie Sanders, Pete 
Buttigieg, Amy Klobuchar and Tom 
Steyer. 

e In Arizona, someone won a lottery 
for $14.6 million, but did not claim 

the money. According to CNN, the 
ticket was sold in Goodyear, Ariz., but 
nobody claimed it. 


e Joseph Muscat, the prime minister 
of Malta, has announced on Dec. 2 
that he will resign in January for an 
investigation. The investigation was 
on Daphne Caruana Galizia who was 
involved in a car bomb two years 
ago. According to CNN, “she was 


assassinated for her work”, and Muscat 


said, “the political and legal pressures 
of the case led to his decision to 
resign.” 

e The North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) marks the 70th 
anniversary on Tues. Dec. 3. World 


member leaders gathered in London to 


remember how NATO was founded. 
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Phone: (308) 382-0765 
Address: 3821 Arch Ave. Grand Island, NE 


O’Hara Plumbing Co. Inc. 
eSehatates 


“The best plumbing service in town!” 


